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University Press, 1983).

5) B. Porten and A. Yardeni, Textbook of Aramaic Documents from Ancient Egypt 3; Literature,
Accounts, Lists. (Jerusalem: The Hebrew University Department of the History of the Jewish People
Texts and Studies for Student, 1993). 3| Lg] o] ¢} G 2 & Fo|t},

6) T(fi#, column)3} (1T, line)2] =& 7 & 2ol U2 E Z €l (Porten)-F 2 B L] (Yardeni)2] H 3
2S5 w2t} A7}-(Sachau) o] 2 UM A (Lindenberger)7HA] = T2 &3} & o] & ALE-3}
A W EF o2 AFAYU €471 HE 202 oy, ofgo] £ dF2 L2d-ok2 Y
o HYP Lol v A AR Bt webA Al A HYE 928-9590 & LEdl-ok= Y
HHE ] A 123 1873-189% +Al6& 798 of] 3] Tkt



o]

ot

=

rlo

o] T Amk(*mom gk o] FoE TR ofFo] BEd 1 W&
A 12 187351893 (Porten-Yardeni, col. 12 lines 187-189)

[ ]7n0mwad mpest RInn [AN]w wnw? 7°m XNon 1 asw 196 Pnan 187
[>R3p°3°] K91 RO MW 1 W Q[TP] TR LI RT 0 MmT K91 A%n unwn (188
[ Jnmar% [ajmno[n]i8nns [0 o o]rnwm * amin o3o[o]o[o]1a1an nnom 189

A6+ 798 (Porten-Yardeni col. 6 line 79)

[ 718w wap 2ua >3 o0 anew Pp]wa RMa%n [ 1% 1n]2[u? w0 a0 )R noR? An .79

o] £ HEE AEHOE go] o]oj A O ¢lo] gtk o] FEL 97
2 $ARY g3t 2o

12.187 o} 5 oF AN
Eol oy -
2hulHA K] B8 EE8 EHA = 2
Aol A9 -

%2 PP EI10 U thAlE AL
£718 A7) A

7) “Ayesr B cFE@gbolgte 8 Ad 2w E, gAE uhel “E-2(Lindenberger, The
Aramaic Proverbs of Ahigar, 65)°]1} “o}&Th2(Porten-Yardeni 1993)2.2 &7]71 % T}, F o]
o] Yo & “sXatA ote Arolgte 8 (mm)Y Bdo|tt.
8) “atuta] I “S [ Kin1E Sdte T2 A S 77T o] £d ] vl A2 Tl & AL o] 7]
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17) Lindenberger, The Aramaic Proverbs of Ahigar, 68; Lindenberger, “Ahiqar (Seventh to Sixth
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<Abstract>

The Female god Wisdom and Creation Motif in
the Aramaic Ahiqar Story, Proverbs and Ben Sira

Prof. Hwan-Jin Yi
(Methodist Theological Seminary)

This article aims at reading the creation motif in the books of Proverbs and Ben
Sira (Ecclesiasticus) in the light of the wisdom part of the Aramaic Ahiqgar Story.
Proverbs 3, 8 and 9 include creation and wisdom motif. My argument is that these
three chapters can be named as the wisdom versions of the creation motif.

The Aramaic Ahiqar Story is divided into two parts: narrative and sayings. The
narrative (columns 1-5) deals with a story which took place in the neo-Assyrian
court. The hero is Ahiqar, a royal advisor and sage. The modern name of the story is
titled after his name. The sayings part of the story (columns 6-14) includes more
than 111 sayings of Ahiqar.

According to columns 6 and 12 of the Ahiqar Story, “Wisdom (7ndm) was of
gods” and she was exalted as “the lord of the holy ones” by gods. She was so
precious that people could not go without her in their daily lives. This description of
wisdom reveals a glimpse of the Aramaean wisdom tradition. Furthermore, it helps
us to understand more about the wisdom versions of the biblical creation motif.

Proverbs 3 states that God created the world “by wisdom”, whereas Proverbs 8
says that God created the world “with wisdom”. Somewhat differently from those
chapters, Proverbs 9 assumes that “wisdom herself” created the world. There she
shows up as the main host of the creation feast. It is clear that all these chapters
reflect the ancient Aramaean wisdom tradition.

Ben Sira 24 is interesting because it sings of wisdom as the divine manifestation.
What is more, it says that Torah is taken “wisdom”. There wisdom and Torah
(word) are none other than the same. Through the book of Ben Sira, wisdom
became the “Word” (logos) in the Gospel of John. Changed herself into the “Word”,
wisdom has been praised and exalted.
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